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the American Battle Monuments Commission
for their efforts, without which none of this
would have been possible. I also want to
honor the search team of the U.S. Army’s 99th
Infantry Division and the Belgian ‘‘Diggers’’ for
their dedication and hard work in honoring the
memory of these brave soldiers who made the
ultimate sacrifice in the defense of the free-
doms we enjoy. Above all, I want to thank
Vernon Swanson for his determination not to
leave his brothers-in-arms behind on the bat-
tlefield. His service and that of his comrades
are the reason why we live in a free society
today.

f

A TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM F.
GREEN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2002

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Mr. William F. Green for his commitment to
health care.

Mr. William F. Green has spent almost 35
years of creating, implementing and enhancing
medical programs and services for the under-
served. After a distinguished tour of duty in
the United States Marine Corps, Mr. Green
pursued an undergraduate degree in soci-
ology. Recognizing the need to strengthen and
integrate health care and business systems,
he later obtained Masters Degrees in both
business and social work.

He has also held many Executive Health
Care Administrator positions in various hos-
pitals including St. Mary’s Hospital, St. John’s
Hospital, and the Interfaith Medical Center. He
was named Vice-President of Ambulatory
Services at Wyckoff Heights Medical Center
and later took the position of Vice-President of
External Affairs and Government Relations.

Mr. Green is a member of many profes-
sional associations such as the American Col-
lege of Hospital Administrators, National Asso-
ciation of Black Health Executives, and the
Royal College of Health Administrators.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. William F. Green is de-
voted to improving community health and ad-
vancing the health profession. I hope that all
my colleagues will join me in honoring this re-
markable person.
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TRIBUTE TO DAVID MARCH

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2002

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of a resolution to honor the remarkable life of
David March, a Los Angeles County Deputy
Sheriff killed in the line of duty.

On May 1, 2002, during a seemingly routine
traffic stop, Deputy March, a 33-year-old hus-
band and stepfather was shot and killed.

Deputy March’s life is that of a true Amer-
ican Hero. Even as a high school football and
baseball star, his life long dream was to serve
his fellow man through a career in law en-
forcement.

During his seven years of service, Deputy
March garnered the admiration and respect of
his superiors and subordinates.

A week before he was shot, Deputy March
wrote these words to a friend in the Depart-
ment.

I feel I give a full days work when I’m here.
My contacts with the public are positive. Most
of all, I have learned to enjoy what I am doing.
My goals are simple. I will always be painfully
honest, work as hard as I can, learn as much
as I can and hopefully make a difference in
people’s lives.

May the tragedy of David March’s death
never overshadow the glory of his life.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2002

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, because of
duties I was required to perform, pursuant to
State statute, as Democratic county chairman
in my district, I was unable to be present for
votes after 1:30 p.m. on June 12, 2002.

On rollcall No. 223, had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

On rollcall No. 224, had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

On rollcall No. 225, had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘no.’’
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REFUGEES FIRST

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 13, 2002

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I recently
read an op-ed in the Israeli paper, Ha’aretz,
entitled Refugees First written by Dr. Avi
Becker, the Secretary-General of the World
Jewish Congress. In the article, Dr. Becker
discusses the role of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, UNRWA, for Palestinian
refugees. The article brings to light how these
refugee camps are coming under control of
the Palestinian Liberation Organization and
being converted to ‘‘military bastions’’, a strict
violation of U.N. policy. The Palestinian refu-
gees of the UNRWA refugee camps are suf-
fering and have not been offered a rehabilita-
tion program to rebuild their communities out-
side these camps. The United Nations and the
international community must reform their cur-
rent policies on these camps and formulate a
new humanitarian vision that will benefit the
Palestinians within these camps and else-
where. I strongly recommend that my col-
leagues read the following article.

REFUGEES FIRST

It is revealing that only after the Arab/UN
abortive attempt to send a fact-finding com-
mittee to Jenin, questions have been raised
in the international media about the role of
the UN Relief and Works Agency for Pales-
tinian Refugees (UNRWA). Several articles
in the American media have asked bluntly:
‘‘What exactly is the UN doing in its refugee
camps (with our money)?’’ The United States
today finances more than one-fourth of
UNRWA’s operations, about $90 million, an-
nually. Some Arab oil countries give to-
gether less than $5 million annually, while
Iraq and Libya pledge nothing.

Since the current mandate of UNRWA runs
through June 30, 2002, it is essential to re-

view and reassess the role of this UN agency.
UNRWA, according to its self-proclaimed
mission described in its Web site, does not
aim to solve the problem of the refugees.
While all of the world’s refugees are dealt
with by the UN High Commissioner of Refu-
gees (UNHCR) who is charged with working
for their ultimate rehabilitation, UNRWA,
which had existed for more than 50 years,
was never meant to actually solve the prob-
lem of the Palestinian refugees but rather to
perpetuate it.

Under the auspices of UNRWA, some major
principles of international law are violated.
In 1998, the UN Security Council affirmed the
‘‘unacceptability of using refugee camps and
other persons in refugee camps . . . to
achieve military purposes,’’ a commitment
which was immediately confirmed by UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan in a 1998 re-
port to the Security Council, in which he
urged that ‘‘[r]efugee camps . . . be kept free
of any military presence or equipment, . . .
and that the neutrality of the camps . . .
[be] scrupulously maintained.’’ It is there-
fore important to apply the same principles
in the case of the UNRWA camps.

In 1976, the Lebanese ambassador to the
UN Edward Ghorra warned the international
community of the fact that UNRWA camps
in Lebanon had been taken over by terrorist
organizations. In his letter to the then UN
secretary-general, Kurt Waldheim, the am-
bassador said that ‘‘the Palestinians acted as
if they were a state within the State of Leb-
anon . . . . They transformed most, if not
all, of the refugee camps into military bas-
tions . . . in the heart of our commercial and
industrial centers, and in the vicinity of
large civilian conglomerations.’’ (The letter
was published as an official UN document.)

In reality, UNRWA camps, with 17,000 em-
ployees, had come under PLO control, and
under the UN flag they were functioning, for
all intents and purposes, as military camps.
In October of 1982, UNRWA released a most
comprehensive report, which related in great
detail that its educational institute at
Sibleen, near Beirut, was in reality a mili-
tary training base for PLO fighters, with ex-
tensive military installations and arms
warehouses.

The forthcoming renewal of UNRWA’s
mandate must be used to put pressure on the
UN agency to begin a reform plan which will
prepare the ground for its future integration
with the UN High Commission on Refugees.
Thus, in preparation for the decision on the
mandate renewal, UNRWA must be asked to
develop reliable and viable policies on two
fronts: to enforce the ban, required under
both international law and UN policy,
against using their camps for military and
terrorist purposes, and to draft a rehabilita-
tion program which will build new neighbor-
hoods for refugees outside the camps, wher-
ever they are located.

The tragedy of the Palestinians cannot be
addressed by existing UN policies and prac-
tices. Any comprehensive peace plan dealing
with Israeli withdrawal and new borders
with a Palestinian state must include as a
major component a thorough political and
humanitarian solution for the Palestinian
refugees. While the borders and security ar-
rangements are obviously issues that need to
be concluded, the refugees’ situation must be
addressed first, and a realistic practical solu-
tion must be developed which is based on
dealing with the real conditions of their
daily lives. The issue of the Palestinian
‘‘right of return’’ cannot be left in limbo,
looming over every peace initiative, includ-
ing the most recent Saudi one, which did not
address the refugee issue clearly.

Polls taken in Israel in recent days show
that a significant majority of the Israeli
public is prepared to accept the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state, the dismantling
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